
Dear Members of our Catholic Community: 

   In the darkest days of Stalinist Russia a special League of 

the Godless was established to stamp out the last vestiges of 

religion from people’s lives. One Easter Sunday morning the 

Commissar of this League addressed a huge rally in 

Moscow’s Red Square. He ranted along his usual lines that 

religion is the instrument of the bourgeoisie and the opium 

of the people. At the end of his harangue he generously 

offered the microphone to anybody who wished to debate 

with him. Nobody there wanted a one-way ticket to Siberia 

until one old man made his way forward. He surveyed his 

huge audience, cleared his throat and began to sing: ‘The 

Lord is Risen.’It was the traditional Orthodox Easter 

greeting. Moved by the old man’s courage, voices from the 

square swelled up n reply: ‘H has truly Risen.’ Religion in 

Russia was not dead as long as belief in the resurrection of 

Christ was not dead in people. The new life of Easter is 

planted in us as a tiny seed in baptism. The tiny seed is 

nourished in a supportive climate of prayer, instruction and 

good example. The divine energy within us is wonderfully 

increased by the Mass. And it is restored to us in the healing 

of our failures in Confession. And Easter is celebrated not 

only one day in the year, but every day in the soul of any 

person who is alive in Christ...thinking, behaving and loving 

as He did. The Lord has truly Risen and He is alive and 

working through every follower who walks in his footsteps. 

   On behalf of  Fr. Dan, Fr. Biju, Fr. Tomy, Deacon Franklin 

and your Parish staff, may I wish each one of you a blessed 

celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection, and may our faith in 

the Risen Lord sustain us, especially in times of doubt, fear 

or confusion. 

Father Dan 


